
Kirtland Board of Education 
Regular Meeting 
August 18, 2008 

 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Kirtland Board of Education was held at the Kirtland 
Administrative Building on August 18, 2008. Mr. Skeggs called the meeting to order at 
7:04 p.m., with the following members answering the roll: Mr. Balazs, Mr. Schenosky, 
Mr. Skeggs and Mrs. Sohngen. Mr. Bodmer was absent. Dr. Lipinski attended the 
meeting.  
 
Also in attendance: Lorraine O’Brien, Scott Greenlee. Carleen Shetler, John Valentic, 
Gloria Brach, Peter Hliatzos and members of the Brettrager and Eilerman families. 
 
Dr. Lipinski recognized Eagle Scouts: Samuel Eilerman, Royal Brettrager II and Michael 
Brettrager. He also gave a construction update. 
 
Gloria Brach, Pete Hliatzos, Scott Greenlee and John Valentic discussed the work of the 
committee at the high school studying class times and schedules. Mrs. Brach said the 
district is looking to maximize time at school for the benefit of the teachers and students. 
Mr. Greenlee said 7-8 years ago the high school looked at a block schedule format, 80-90 
minutes per period as opposed to the current 40 minutes per class period. He said there 
was a survey of high school staff done last year and 77% of the staff agreed the district 
should look at changes. 
 
Mr. Valentic said studies show that student achievement can be maximized with more 
uninterrupted time in class; and additional time maximizes the use of technology and 
increases the number of elective classes offered. He said students manage their time 
better when they take 4 instead of 7 or 8 classes a semester. Mr. Greenlee said students 
can increase their total number of credits earned in high school with block scheduling. He 
said the research doesn’t show the impact of block classes on test scores; it is mostly 
opinions that support the statement block classes are better.  
 
Mr. Balazs said he would like to know if there are any districts that did block scheduling, 
then left it and why. Mrs. Brach said she thinks there are 2 or 3 schools that abandoned 
block scheduling and she will research it. Dr Lipinski said he is in favor of increasing 
class offerings but any changes cannot compromise the middle school offerings. Mr. 
Hliaztos said information will be given to students, staff and parents as the committee 
progresses in their research.  
 
Mr. Schenosky asked Ms. Herrmann about the recent State Auditor’s engagement. Ms. 
Herrmann said she had asked for state auditor’s assistance in performing the bank 
reconciliation as she was unable to search for an error in the reconciliation after her eye 
surgery. Ms. Herrmann said it took the auditor about an hour and a half to find a posting 
error and a correction has been posted.    
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It was moved by Mrs. Sohngen and seconded by Mr. Skeggs that the following resolution 
be adopted: 
 
Resolution #43-2008 
 

A.   Recommendation to Approve Minute Transcripts For: 
   Regular Meeting of June 16, 2008 
   Special Meeting of June 27, 2008 
   Special Meeting of July 3, 2008 
   Regular Meeting of July 14, 2008 
 

Financial Statements: 
 June, 2008 

July, 2008 
 

 
Roll Call: Ayes: Mr. Balazs, Mr. Schenosky, Mr. Skeggs, Mrs. Sohngen. 
 
Mr. Balazs said he appreciated that our district holds student orientations programs at 
night. He said several people he works with had to take off from work during the day to 
attend their child’s school orientation. Mrs. Sohngen said she would be going to OSBA 
Capital and asked if any other board members were attending. Mr. Bodmer said he 
planned to attend. 
 
It was moved by Mr. Schenosky and seconded by Mr. Balazs that the following 
resolution be adopted: 
 
Resolution #44-2008 
 

A. Recommendation to Approve the Establishment of the Following 
Funds for the 2008-2009 School Year: 

432-9009 EMIS 
451-9009 Network Connectivity 
452-9109 SchoolNet Professional 

Development 
499-9009 Entry Year Teacher 
516-9009 IDEA 
572-9009 Title 1 
573-9009 Title V 
584-9009 Drug Free Schools 
587-9009 Early Childhood 
590-9009 Teacher Quality 
 

B. Recommendation to Name a Board Legislative Liaison to the 
OSBA Capital Conference: John Bodmer and Julie Sohngen as 
an alternate. 

 2



August 18, 2008 
Regular Meeting 

 
Roll Call: Ayes: Mr. Balazs, Mr. Schenosky, Mr. Skeggs, Mrs. Sohngen. 
 
It was moved by Mr. Balazs and seconded by Mr. Skeggs that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 
Resolution #45-2008 
 

A. Recommendation to Approve 2009 Certified Overload 
Compensation: 

Kim Perry   $5,878.08 
Andreha O’Donnell $4,241.00 
 

B. Recommendation to Approve Salary for District Substitute Caller, 
Cathy Balazs, for 2008-2009, $1,600 

 
C. Recommendation to Approve Reduction In Force for 2008-2009: 
 Donna Allen from 3 periods to 1 period. 
 
D. Recommendation to Approve 2008-2009 Supplemental Contracts: 

Matt Paul      LPDC Committee, $825.00 
Gloria Brach   LPDC Committee, $825.00 
Julie Poling    KMS Cheerleaders:  
 $1,202.45-Fall 
 $1,202.45-Winter 
 

E. Recommendation to Approve 2008-2009 Service Contracts: 
                 

WHEREAS, ORC 3313.53, effective March 30, 1980, allows 
boards of education to employ non-certificated personnel to fill 
coaching positions; and 

 
WHEREAS, these positions have been made available to our 
certified staff and have been advertised using normal procedures; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the superintendent has not been able to recommend 
certified personnel for these positions. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following 
people/persons be employed in the specified position.  

Sharon Mazarro     9th Grade Volleyball, $3,720.99 
Zeljko Kalic           Asst. JV Boys Soccer Coach, 
 $3,720.99 
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F. Recommendation to Approve Resignation of Lynn Altmayer, 
Willo-Hill Christian School Employee for the 2008-2009 school 
year 

 
G. Recommendation to Approve Andrea Akins, as a Part-Time 

Educational Aide, Step 0, for Willo-Hill Christian School, 
effective for the 2008-2009 school year 

 
H. Recommendation to Accept Resignation of Lee-Ann Contenza as 

Pupil/Staff Support Aide, effective August 4, 2008 
 
I. Recommendation to Accept Resignation of Diane Kozjek as KHS 

Cafeteria Cashier/Prep, effective August 11, 2008 
 
J. Recommendation to Approve Diane Kozjek as KHS Custodian III, 

Step 6, effective August 19, 2008 
 
K. Recommendation to Approve Lisa Thompson as a cafeteria 

substitute, cashier, and cafeteria staff, effective September 2, 2008 
 
L. Recommendation to Approve Lisa Sutliff as EMIS Coordinator for 

2008-2009, $6,000 
 

 
Mr. Skeggs asked why Mrs. Allen’s time was reduced. Dr. Lipinski said the middle 
school is changing the rotation of specials and since music is not mandated for 8th grade 
we reduced Mrs. Allen’s time. Mr. Balazs said he thought the district was still short a MS 
football coach.  
 
Roll Call: Ayes: Mr. Balazs, Mr. Schenosky, Mr. Skeggs, Mrs. Sohngen. 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Sohngen and seconded by Mr. Skeggs that the following resolution 
be adopted: 
 
Resolution #46-2008 
 

A. Recommendation to Recommendation to Approve 2008-2009 
Lunch Prices- See attached 

 
B. Recommendation to Approve for 2008-2009 LEAF Student 

Tracking Agreement, $2,625 
 
C. Recommendation to Approve Grades Four, Five and Six Reading 

List as attached 
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D. Recommendation to Declare Impractical Bus Routes for 2008-
2009: 

Villa Angela/St. Joseph High School – Cleveland 
Holy Cross School – Euclid 
St. Paschal – Highland Heights 
St. Clair School – Lyndhurst 
St. Felicitas – Richmond Heights 
St. Frances of Assisi – Gates Mills 
St. Justin/St. Mary Magdalene – Eastlake 
St. Gabriel – Concord 
Hershey Montessori – Painesville 
Cornerstone Christian – Willoughby Hills 
Willo-Hill Christian – Willoughby 
University Upper School – Hunting Valley 
 

Mrs. Brach said the reading list was creating to insure that all grade levels were 
consistent in their presentation of reading materials. She said list also provides more 
difficult titles to the honor classes. Mrs. Sohngen asked that the high achieving students 
also be allowed to read those titles. Mr. Schenosky said the list should be given to 4th 
and 5th grade parents so they know if their students read those specific books they will 
be challenged.  
 
Mrs. Sohngen expressed concern that some a la carte food service items were increasing 
by 50 cents. Mr. Schenosky said he would approve the list as is but would like it 
reviewed and possibly adjusted as sales might go down on items due to the high price.  

 
Roll Call: Ayes: Mr. Balazs, Mr. Schenosky, Mr. Skeggs, Mrs. Sohngen. 
 
Mrs. Shetler said that 20 5th graders that had been identified as talented and gifted were 
given a book to take home over the summer and read. She said in overhearing 
conversations between her grandchildren and friends, the children that did not receive the 
books were put down by the other students. She said she understands the need for 
differentiated instruction but this is a method of exclusion. Mrs. Brach said there was a 
reading list on the district web site for elementary students, and the district is following 
state recommendations in dealing with talented and gifted students. 
 
Mts. Sohngen said a reading list for the summer came home with report cards, and she 
wished that a book had been given to all students.  Mr. Skeggs has said there always 
seems to be difficulty in how to reach students who don’t qualify as gifted but are truly 
bright. He said the district needs to offer enhancements to students without slighting 
others. 
 
Dr/ Lipinski said all students should have a summer reading experience and Mr. Balazs 
said all students should have gotten a book or all should have gotten a list.  
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There being no further business before the board it was moved by Mrs. Sohngen and 
seconded by Mr. Skeggs that the meeting be adjourned at 8:55 p.m. Roll Call: Ayes: Mr. 
Balazs, Mr. Schenosky, Mr. Skeggs, Mrs. Sohngen. 
 
 
We, the undersigned, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and exact 
copy of the proceedings that were held on the above aforementioned date. 

 

Signed this_____________________Day of___________________, 2008. 

 

 

         

President       Treasurer 
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