
Kirtland Board of Education 
Regular Meeting 
January 10, 2011 

 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Kirtland Board of Education was held at the Kirtland High 
School Large Instruction Room on January 10, 2011.  Mrs. Sohngen called the meeting to 
order at 7:05 p.m., with the following members answering the roll: Mr. Balazs, Mr. 
Brettrager, Mr. Kehres, Mr. Sohngen, and Mrs. Torok.  Dr. Young attended the meeting.  
 
Also in attendance: Lorraine O’Brien, Kim Perry, Jeanette Blankenship Susan Timko, 
Elaine Delciappo, Carleen Shetler, Keith McCrory, Matthew Whittaker, Maria Lofgren, 
Karl Mansfield, Rose Koustis, Jim Porter. 
 
Dr. Young said he was asking that item B in personnel be deleted as the board had 
previously approved Mr. Davidson’s annual rate of pay. Ms. Herrmann said she was 
adding an item for the approval of the tax rates as submitted by the Lake County Auditor. 
 
Mrs. Kim Perry, as spokesperson that the Kirtland Teachers Association read a statement 
encouraging the board to continue negotiating with the teachers union to achieve a 
contract settlement. Mrs. O’Brien asked if Mr. Davidson’s salary would still be $34,500 
and Dr. Young said it would. 
 
Mrs. Timko said she is upset that the details of public comments at board meetings are 
not in the minutes and asked if the board is getting audits of the district support groups 
per Policy 9211. Mrs. Lofgren asked how negotiations were going and Mrs. Sohngen said 
the district is waiting to get a date scheduled with the federal mediator. 
 
Dr. Young said the Band Auxiliary position will replace the Flag Corps position and the 
new position will be supervised Flag Corps and Majorettes. He said after the teacher 
contract is settled he will be reviewing the need for a supplemental position for the Credit 
Flex/Mentor program.  
 
Dr. Steve Young reported that a local group is looking to start a community newspaper 
and looking for the schools to become involved. He said a 15 member search committee 
has been formed to review the applications of 34 candidates for the superintendent 
position. Dr. Young said administrators in the district are reviewing budgets and will be 
recommending costs containments or cuts so when the district has to ask for a new levy it 
will be for a lower than currently projected amount. He said he is also looking at some 
administration reorganization that will lead to better efficiency. 
 
Dr. Young said he is working on the evaluation of administrators which must be 
completed by March 31. He also said the district’s Academic Challenge team won on the 
December 11th show.  
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Mrs. Torok said the Mr. Moran has received an achieve grant for students and staff for 
fitness. Mrs. DelCiappo asked if the district could get more grants.  
  
It was moved by Mr. Brettrager and seconded by Mrs. Sohngen that the following 
resolution be adopted 
 
Resolution #4-2011 
 

RESOLUTION DECLARING IT NECESSARY TO 
RENEW AN EXISTING TAX LEVY FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF GENERAL PERMANENT 
IMPROVEMENTS AND REQUESTING THE LAKE 

COUNTY AUDITOR TO CERTIFY THE TOTAL 
CURRENT TAX VALUATION OF THE SCHOOL 

DISTRICT AND THE DOLLAR AMOUNT OF 
REVENUE THAT WOULD BE GENERATED BY 

THAT RENEWAL LEVY, PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 
5705.03 AND 5705.21 OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE. 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Revised Code Section 5705.21, if this 

Board imposes a levy for the purpose specified in Revised Code 
Section 5705.19(F), this Board may propose to renew it for the 
purpose of “general permanent improvements” for a number of 
years not exceeding five or for a continuing period of time; and 

 
      WHEREAS, at an election on November 6 2006, the electors of 

the Kirtland Local School District approved the renewal of a 1.10-
mill ad valorem property tax levy for five years for the purpose of 
making permanent improvements, consisting of remodeling and 
providing furniture, furnishings and equipment for buildings for 
school purposes and improving the sites thereof (a purpose 
specified in Revised Code Section 5705.19(F)); and 

 
 WHEREAS, the authority to levy that 1.10-mill tax expires with the 

levy on the 2010 tax list and duplicate for collection in calendar year 
2011; and 

 
       WHEREAS, this Board finds that the amount of taxes which may 

be raised within the ten-mill limitation by levies on the tax duplicate 
will be insufficient to provide an adequate amount for the necessary 
requirements of the Kirtland Local School District and that it is 
necessary to renew the aforementioned tax levy in excess of that 
limitation for the purpose of “general permanent improvements” for 
five years; and 

 
       WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 5705.03(B) of the Revised 

Code, in order to submit the question of a tax levy pursuant to 
Section 5705.21 of the Revised Code, this Board must request that 
the Lake County Auditor certify: (i) the total current tax valuation of 
the School District, and (ii) the dollar amount of revenue that would 
be generated by the levy; and 
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       WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 5705.03(B) of the Revised 

Code, upon receipt of a certified copy of a resolution of this Board 
declaring the necessity of the tax, stating its purpose, whether it is 
an additional levy or a replacement or a renewal of an existing tax, 
and the Section of the Revised Code authorizing its submission to 
the electors, and requesting such certification, the County Auditor is 
to certify the total current tax valuation of the District and the dollar 
amount of revenue that would be generated by the proposed levy; 

 
       NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of 

Education of the Kirtland Local School District, Counties of Lake 
and Geauga, State of Ohio, that: 

 
         Section 1.  This Board determines and declares that it is necessary to 

renew, for a period of five years, all of the District’s 1.10-mill ad 
valorem property tax outside of the ten-mill limitation, having been 
for the purpose of “making permanent improvements, consisting 
of remodeling and providing furniture, furnishings and equipment 
for buildings for school purposes and improving the sites thereof”, 
but, if renewed, to be for the purpose of “general permanent 
improvements”, and that it intends to submit the question of such 
renewal to the electors at an election on May 3, 2011, as authorized 
by Section 5705.21 of the Revised Code.  That renewal tax would 
be first levied in tax year 2011, for first collection in calendar year 
2012. 

 
  Section 2.  This Board requests the Lake County Auditor to certify 

to it both: (i) the total current tax valuation of the District, and (ii) 
the dollar amount of revenue that would be generated by the 1.10-
mill renewal tax levy specified in Section 1. 

 
  Section 3.  The Treasurer of this Board is authorized and directed to 

deliver promptly to the Lake County Auditor a certified copy of this 
resolution. 

 
  Section 4.  This Board finds and determines that all formal actions 

of this Board and of any of its committees concerning and relating 
to the adoption of this resolution were taken, and that all 
deliberations of this Board and of any of its committees that resulted 
in such formal actions were held, in meetings open to the public, in 
compliance with the law. 

 
      Section 5.  This resolution shall be in full force and effect from and 

immediately upon its adoption 
 

 
Ms. Herrmann said this is a renewal of an existing permanent levy. She said the funds 
have been used to purchase text books, buses, computers, and furniture. 
 
Roll Call: Ayes: Mr. Balazs, Mr. Brettrager, Mr. Kehres, Mrs. Sohngen, Mrs. Torok.  
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It was moved by Mrs. Sohngen and seconded by Mr. Brettrager that the following 
resolution be adopted: 
 
Resolution #5-2011 

 
A. Public Hearing for comments on the 2011 Tax Budget 

 
B. Recommendation to Adjust the hourly rate of pay for Don Davidson, 

Director of Buildings and Ground, to $30.25, retroactive to October 
1, 2010 
 

C. Recommendation to Approve the 2011 Tax Budget and Authorizing 
the Treasurer to submit the budget to the Lake County Budget 
Commission 
 

D. Recommendation to Approve Membership Dues for Ohio School 
Boards Association for 2011, and membership in the Legal 
Assistance Fund 
 

E. Resolution to accept 2011 Tax Rates as Submitted by the Lake 
County Auditor 

 
Roll Call: Ayes: Mr. Balazs, Mr. Brettrager, Mr. Kehres, Mrs. Sohngen, Mrs. Torok 
 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Sohngen and seconded by Mr. Kehres that the following resolution 
be adopted: 
 
Resolution #6-2010 
 

A. Recommendation to Approve FMLA leave for Kathy Yerkic, 
Account Clerk, January 3, 2011 to March 28, 2011 
 

B. Recommendation to Accept the resignation of Mary Ann Lui as 
Latch Key Assistant, effective December 17, 2010 
 

C. Recommendation to Approve the reappointment of Mr. R. William 
Petruschke as Kirtland Public Library Trustee through December 
31, 2017  
 

D. Recommendation to Approve the increase, effective January 3, 
2011, the Substitute Cafeteria Staff rate to $7.40/hour 
 

E. Recommendation to Approve the increase, effective January 3, 
2011, the Substitute Cafeteria Cashier rate to $7.51/hour 
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F. Recommendation to Approve the following Substitute Teacher Pay 

Structure: Consecutive days for the same teacher 
 Days 6-10 $90.00 
 Days 11-29 $100.00 
 Over 30 days BA-0 

 
Roll Call: Ayes: Mr. Balazs, Mr. Brettrager, Mr. Kehres, Mrs. Sohngen, Mrs. Torok. 
 
Mrs. Shetler said she was not happy with the way tryouts for MS girl’s basketball was 
handled. Dr. Porter commended the board and the teachers union for continuing the 
negotiations process. Mr. Mansfield said he is surprised the district has tryouts for teams 
in the middle school and he thought Ms. Grunenberg did an excellent job with the Lego 
league activity. 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Sohngen and seconded by Mr. Brettrager that the board enter 
executive session at 8:23 p.m. to discuss personnel matters, investigation of charges 
and/or complaints, labor negotiations and matters to be kept confidential by state or 
federal law. Roll Call: Ayes: Mr. Balazs, Mr. Brettrager, Mr. Kehres, Mrs. Sohngen, Mrs. 
Torok. 
 
It was moved by Mrs.  Sohngen and seconded by Mr. Brettrager that the board return 
from executive session.  Roll Call: Ayes: Mr. Balazs, Mr. Brettrager, Mr. Kehres, Mrs. 
Sohngen, Mrs. Torok. 
 
There being no further business before the board it was moved by Mr. Kehres and 
seconded by Mr. Balazs that the meeting be adjourned at 10:25 p.m. Roll Call: Ayes:  Mr. 
Balazs, Mr. Brettrager, Mr. Kehres, Mrs. Sohngen, Mrs. Torok. 
 
 
We, the undersigned, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and exact 
copy of the proceedings that were held on the above aforementioned date. 

 

Signed this_____________________Day of___________________, 2011. 

 

 

         

President      Treasurer 
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