
Kirtland Board of Education 
Regular Meeting 

June 27, 2011 
 
 
The Special Meeting of the Kirtland Board of Education was held at the KHS LGI Room on June 
27, 2011.  Mrs. Sohngen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., with the following members 
answering the roll: Mr. Balazs, Mr. Brettrager, Mrs. Sohngen and Mrs. Torok. Mr. Kehres was 
absent. Mrs. Lanning and Mr. Barrett also attended the meeting. 
 
Also in attendance: Jane Carle, Pat Martell, Jeanette Blankenship, Lorraine O’Brien, Elaine 
Delciappo, Sheila Dikowicz, Julie Brandow, Tom Neibecker. 
 
Questions were asked regarding resolution for the payment of Medicare, STRS and SERS. Mrs. 
Sohngen said the change was being made to equalize the benefits of all administrators. A question 
was asked as to why the teacher reductions were not on the agenda and Mrs. Sohngen said they will 
be voted upon at the July 5th meeting. 
 
Patricia Martell reviewed recommendations for new courses of study and discussed the new 
textbooks for the health and physical education classes. She said the district is following national 
standards for the health curriculum. Mrs. Martell said the total cost of the new materials is about 
$20,000.   

 
Jane Carle, Director of Kirtland Public Library, asked the board, as the library’s taxing authority, to 
certify the renewal of the library current expense levy to the Board of Elections. She said the one 
mill levy raises $338,000 and the money has been used for handicapped doors, building upgrades 
and to update the library collection. Ms. Carle said the levy costs the owner of a $200,000 home 
approximately $60 a year. 

 
Mrs. Lanning presented two certificates of appreciation to Ms. Herrmann from the Ohio Schools 
Council in recognition of her service on the OSC Business Advisory Committee and Insurance 
Committee.  
 
Mrs. Lanning also reported that Kirtland Schools have successfully resolved all of the compliance 
issues raised in the complaints filed with the Ohio Department of Education and the district has 
completed all of the corrective action required by the letter of findings. She said all complaints filed 
against the district are closed. 
    
It was moved by Mr. Brettrager and seconded by Mrs. Torok that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 
Resolution #35-2011 
 
 

A. Recommendation to Approve Minute Transcripts for: 
 Special Meeting of May 9, 2011 
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 Regular Meeting of May 23, 2011 
         

B. Recommendation to Approve Financial Statements for: 
  May 2011 
 
Roll Call: Ayes: Mr. Balazs, Mr. Brettrager, Mrs. Sohngen, Mrs. Torok. 
 
It was moved by Mr. Balazs and seconded by Mrs. Sohngen that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 
Resolution #36-2011 
 

A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE NECESSITY OF AND 
SUBMITTING TO THE ELECTORS OF THE KIRTLAND LOCAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT THE QUESTION OF THE RENEWAL OF A 
TAX LEVY FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING FOR THE 
CURRENT EXPENSES OF THE KIRTLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 5705.23 OF THE REVISED CODE. 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Kirtland Public Library 

has determined and declared it to be necessary to renew the levy of a 1.0-
mill tax for 4 years and, by a resolution adopted on June 15, 2011, 
requested the Board of Education of the Kirtland Local School District, as 
the taxing authority for the Kirtland Public Library, pursuant to Section 
5705.23 of the Revised Code, to submit the question of levying that 
renewal tax, for a period of 4 years, to the electors of  the Kirtland Local 
School District, at an election to be held therein on November 8, 2011; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, prior to the Board of Trustees of the Kirtland Public 

Library adopting the aforesaid resolution, the Lake County Auditor, at the 
formal request of said Board of Trustees, certified on May 12, 2011, that 
the total tax valuation of the subdivision s $338,247,670, and the dollar 
amount of annual revenue that would be generated by the 1.0-mill renewal 
levy is $338,248, which certifications were submitted to this School 
District by the Library; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of 

Education of the Kirtland Local School District, Counties of Lake and 
Geauga, State of Ohio, that: 

 
Section 1. It is hereby found, determined and declared, in 

accordance with the pronouncements of the Board of Library Trustees, 
that the amount of taxes which may be raised within the 10-mill limitation 
by levies on the current tax duplicate will be insufficient to provide an 
adequate amount for the necessary requirements of the Kirtland Public 
Library, and it is therefore necessary to renew the levy of a tax in excess 
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of such limitation for the purpose of the current expenses of the Kirtland 
Public Library in the amount of 1.0 mills for a period of 4 years. 

 
Section 2. The question of the renewal of all of a tax levy in 

excess of the 10-mill limitation at the rate of 1.0 mills for each one dollar 
of valuation, which amounts to 10 cents for each one hundred dollars of 
valuation, for the purpose of the current expenses of the Kirtland Public 
Library, for a period of 4 years, beginning with the tax list and duplicate 
for the year 2011, the proceeds of which renewal levy would first be 
available to the Board of Library Trustees in calendar year 2012, shall be 
submitted under the provisions of Revised Code § 5705.23 to the electors 
of the Kirtland Local School District at an election to be held therein on 
November 8, 2011, as authorized by law.  That election shall be held at the 
regular places of voting in this Special District as established by the Board 
of Elections of Lake County, or otherwise, within the times provided by 
law and shall be conducted, canvassed, and certified in the manner 
provided by law. 

 
Section 3. The Treasurer of this Board be and is hereby 

authorized and directed to give or cause to be given notice of said election 
as provided by law. 

 
Section 4. The Treasurer be and is hereby directed to certify a 

copy of this Resolution, and aforementioned resolution of the Board of 
Library Trustees and any other document delivered to the Treasurer by or 
on behalf of the Board of Library Trustees in connection herewith, 
including the aforementioned certificate of the Lake County Auditor, to 
the Board of Elections of Lake County, Ohio, not later than the close of 
business on August 10, 2011. 

 
Section 5. It is hereby found and determined that all formal 

actions of this Board and any of its committees concerning and relating to 
the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in open meetings of this 
Board or committees, and that all deliberations of this Board and any of its 
committees that resulted in those formal actions were in meetings open to 
the public, all in compliance with the law. 

 
Section 6. This Resolution shall be in full force and effect 

from and immediately upon its adoption. 
 
Roll Call: Ayes: Mr. Balazs, Mr. Brettrager, Mrs. Sohngen, Mrs. Torok. 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Sohngen and seconded by Mr. Brettrager that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 
Resolution #37-2011 
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A. Recommendation to Authorize the District to pay the full 

employee share of the following: 
 Medicare: effective August 1, 2010  

Pat Martell, Karen Tarasco, Kelly Moran, Leslie Skinner,  
Matt Paul 

STRS or SERS: effective August 1, 2010 
     Karen Tarasco, Kelly Moran 

Medicare: effective August 1, 2009 
Karen Lanning 

 
Roll Call: Ayes: Mr. Balazs, Mr. Brettrager, Mrs. Sohngen, Mrs. Torok. 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Sohngen and seconded by Mrs. Torok that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 
Resolution #38-2011 
 
 

A. Recommendation to Approve an Amended Appropriation for the 
2010-2011 school year 

 
B. Recommendation to Approve a Permanent Appropriation for the 

2011-2012 school year 
 
B. Recommendation to Award a Bus Bid to Center City International 

for one stock bus to be purchased with 2011 money: 
Base Bid    $75,625.00 
Options: 

 Extended Warranty  
 (10 Years)    $  1,980.00 
   Total   $77,605.00 
 
   Trade-In  $  1,200.00 
      $76,405.00 

 
Ms. Herrmann said with financial cutbacks this will be the last new bus purchased in the foreseeable 
future. 
 
Roll Call: Ayes: Mr. Balazs, Mr. Brettrager, Mrs. Sohngen, Mrs. Torok. 
 

 
TREASURER’S CERTIFICATE 

(O.R.C. 5705-412) 
 

RE:  Appropriation 
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IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the KIRTLAND LOCAL School District has sufficient 
funds to meet the contract, obligation, payment, or expenditure for the above, and has in 
effect for the remainder of the fiscal year and the succeeding fiscal year the authorization 
to levy taxes which, when combined with the estimated revenue from all other sources 
available to the district at the time of certification, are sufficient to provide operating 
revenues necessary to enable the district to maintain all personnel, programs, and services 
essential to the provision of an adequate educational program on all the days in the 
succeeding fiscal year equal to the number days instruction was held or is scheduled for 
the current fiscal year, except that if the above expenditure is for a contract, this 
certification shall cover the term of the contract or the current fiscal year plus the two 
immediately succeeding fiscal years, whichever period of years is greater. 
 
  

___________________________________      
   Board President  
 
 
 

        ____________________________________  
    Superintendent 
 
 

____________________________________ 
    Treasurer 
    Kirtland Board of Education 
    Lake County, Ohio 
 

 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Sohngen and seconded by Mrs. Torok that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 
Resolution #39-2011 
 
 

A. Recommendation to Approve 30 extra hours for Lisa Lutz, 2010-
2011 school year, for parent mentor work, $22.00/hour 
 

B. Recommendation to Approve the extension of FMLA (maternity 
leave) for Sarah Brown with a return to work date of approximately 
October 14, 2011 
 

C. Recommendation to Approve the Retirement Resignation of 
Patricia Martell, Director of Curriculum and Instruction, effective 
June 30, 2011 
 

D. Recommendation to Approve the following Supplemental Contract 
for 2010-2011: 
Andreha O’Donnell Teacher Mentor  $600.00 
 

E. Recommendation to Approve the following Supplemental Contracts 
for 2011-2012 school year: 
Jane Huston Literacy Room Co-Coordinator $778.00 
Alysha Needham Literacy Room Co-Coordinator $778.00 
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Carole Karikas KES Student Council $778.00 
Ed Bradac KHS Varsity Girls Soccer Coach $6,165.65 
Erika Eberhardt KMS Girls Soccer Coach $3,287.05 
Bruce Gabriel Varsity Golf Coach $4,512.40 
Scott Greenlee KMS Faculty Manager $7,702.70 
Mary Ham KMS Cheerleader Advisor $2,551.84 
Bob Lasecki KMS Boys Soccer $3,851.10 
Philip LaVerde KHS Varsity Football Coach $9,822.25 
J.P. Moran KHS Cross Country Coach $5,586.04 
Kurt Ragle KMS Cross Country Coach $2,960.29 
Krista Salmon 7th Gr. Volleyball Coach $3,851.10 
John Valentic KHS Varsity Boys Soccer Coach $6,165.65 
 

F. Recomendation to Approve the following Service Contracts for the 
2011-2012 school year: 

 
 WHEREAS, ORC 3313.53, effective March 30, 1980, allows boards of 

education to employ non-certificated personnel to fill coaching positions; and 
 
WHEREAS, these positions have been made available to our certified staff and 
have been advertised using normal procedures; and 
 
WHEREAS, the superintendent has not been able to recommend certified 
personnel for these positions. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following people/persons be 
employed in the specified position: 
 
Ryan Beeler KHS Varsity Asst. Football Coach $7,297.64 
Ken Boyd KHS Varsity Asst. Football Coach (Volunteer) 
Clay Davis KMS Football Coach $3,287.05 
Julian Eckles KHS Varsity Asst. Football Coach $7,741.10 
Tom Henderson KMS Football Coach $3,512.67 
Dan Hoffman KHS Varsity Asst. Football Coach $7,002.00 
Karen Hoffman KHS Cheerleader Advisor (Fall) $2,267.87 
Zelijko Kalic KHS JV Boys Soccer Coach $4,286.78 
Julie Madden KHS JV Girls Soccer $4,512.40 
Dean Morrison KHS Varsity Asst. Football Coach $7,741.10 
Diane Novak KHS JV Girls Volleyball Coach $4061.16 
Ray Santo KHS Varsity Asst. Football Coach  (Volunteer) 
Jerry Seimon KMS Football Coach $3,287.05 
Rene Silders KHS Varsity Girls Volleyball Coach $6,165.65 
Jeff Wilcox KHS Varsity Asst. Football Coach   (Volunteer) 
Eric Ziegler KHS Varsity Asst. Football Coach  (Volunteer) 

 
F. Recommendation to Approve the following Summer Boys 

Basketball Camp Stipends: 
Matt Ridgeway  $500.00 
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Al Russ   $325.00 
TJ Henderson   $275.00 
Darrell Difabio  $150.00 
Evan Mandez   $150.00 

 
G. Recommendation to Approve a Stipend for Philip LaVerde for 

Football Youth Camp, $600.00 
 

H. Recommendation to Approve Craig Cencer, .5 KES Intervention 
Specialist, BA-0, $19,450.00 for the 2011-2012 school year 
 

I. Recommendation to Approve Elizabeth Hrusovsky, 1.0 KHS 
Intervention Specialist, MA-2, $45,501.00, for the 2011-2012 
school year 
 

J. Recommendation to Approve a Reduction In Force for the 
following classified employees effective 2011-2012 school year: 
Sheila Dikowicz KES lunchroom aide  1.5 hours/day 
Denise Haines  KES office aide  2 hours/day 
Diana Eisler  KHS lunchroom aide  1.5 hours/day 
Melissa Rettger KHS hallway aide  1.5 hours/day 
Suzanne Kukura P/T Board Office Administrative Secretary 
    Up to 2-3 days week/ as needed 
Louis Locher  P/T Custodian position 16 hours/week 
 

 
Roll Call: Ayes: Mr. Balazs, Mr. Brettrager, Mrs. Sohngen, Mrs. Torok. 
 
It was moved by Mr. Balazs and seconded by Mrs. Sohngen that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 
Resolution #40-2011 

 
A. Recommendation to Approve Membership in the Alliance for High 

Quality Education, July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012, $3,500.00 
 
B.  Recommendation to Approve KMS and KES 2011-2012 school 

fees 
 
C.   Recommendation to Approve KES Student Handbook for 2011-

2012 
       
D.   Recommendation to Accept the revised course descriptions for 

Grades 11/12 Anatomy and Physiology for the 2011-2012 KHS 
Program of Studies 
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E.    Recommendation to Approve the new K-12 Health Course of 
Study and the new K-12 Physical Education Course of Study for 
the 2011- 2012 school year 

 
 F.  Recommendation to Approve the purchase of the following 

textbooks and resource books: 
 Grades 11/12 Visual Anatomy & Physiology, copyright 2011, 

Pearson 
 Grades 11/12 Entrepreneurship: Owning Your Future, copyright 

2010 (Network for Teaching Entrepreneurship-NFTE), Pearson 
 Grades 9/10 Glencoe Health, copyright 2011, McGraw-Hill 
 Grades 6-8 Teen Health Courses 1, 2, 3, copyright 2009, McGraw-

Hill Resource K-12 Comprehensive School Health Education: 
Totally Awesome Strategies for Teaching Health, copyright 2011,  

 McGraw-Hill  
 
G.  Recommendation to approve 2011-2012 HS Handbook 

 
 

Mrs. Lanning said the high school handbook has been changes to reflect changes in the delivery of 
library services and the rules for the library. 
 
Roll Call: Ayes: Mr. Balazs, Mr. Brettrager, Mrs. Sohngen, Mrs. Torok. 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Sohngen and seconded by Mr. Brettrager that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 
Resolution #41-2011 
 

 A. Recommendation to Approve Second Reading of the following: 
        New Organization Chart 

    Policy 9211 District-Support Organizations 
 
Mrs. Sohngen said the policy will have a final reading on July 27. Mr. Neibecker said he was told 
the board was not interesting in overseeing fund raisers of support groups but he believes this policy 
will do that. Mrs. Torok said the board wants to know when fundraisers were planned so there 
wouldn’t be overlapping activities. Mr. Neibecker said the groups do not want to revise and 
resubmit plans to the district throughout the year as their plans change. A parent expressed concern 
for student with allergies in the elementary school cafeteria if there is one less aide on duty during 
lunch. 
 
Mrs. Blankenship asked about intervention specialist positions and Mrs. Sohngen said the district is 
hiring the equivalent of 1.5 additional interventionists for the next school year. Mrs. Lanning said 
those staff will work with students with a mild to moderate disabilities in small group or inclusion 
settings. Mrs. Blankenship said KEC was running the concession stand for the Junior Olympics and 
said when they went to set-up they found the inside of the stand was very dirty. 
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Roll Call: Ayes: Mr. Balazs, Mr. Brettrager, Mrs. Sohngen, Mrs. Torok. 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Sohngen and seconded by Mrs. Torok that the board enter executive session 
at  8:23 p.m.to discuss personnel matters; compensation, labor negotiations. Roll Call, Ayes: Mr. 
Balazs, Mr. Brettrager, and Mrs. Sohngen, Mrs. Torok.  
 
It was moved by Mrs. Sohngen and seconded by Mrs. Torok that the board return from executive 
session. Roll Call, Ayes: Mr. Balazs, Mr. Brettrager, Mr. Sohngen, and Mrs. Torok.  
 
There being no further business before the board it was moved by Mr. Balazs and seconded by Mr. 
Brettrager that the meeting be adjourned at 10:30 p.m. Roll Call, Ayes: Mr. Balazs, Mr. Brettrager, 
Mr. Sohngen, and Mrs. Torok.  
 
 
We, the undersigned, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and exact copy of the 
proceedings that were held on the above aforementioned date. 
 

Signed this_____________________Day of___________________, 2011. 

 

 

         

President      Treasurer 
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