
Kirtland Board of Education 
Regular Meeting 
January 23, 2012 

 
The Regular Meeting of the Kirtland Board of Education was held in Kirtland High School LGI 
Room on January 23, 2012.  Mrs. Torok called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m., with the 
following members answering the roll: Mr. Brettrager, Mr. Cosgrove, Mr. Kehres, Mr. Meyer, 
and Mrs. Torok.  Steve Barrett attended the meeting. 
 
Also in attendance: Andreha O’Donnell, Elaine Delciappo, Jeanette Blankenship, Lori Eilerman, 
Gary Danielson, Tom Blankenship, Lanette Praise, Lana Sanders, Lorraine O’Brien, Mark 
Trubiano, Dan Kukura. 
 
Mr. Barrett asked Heidi Grunenberg and Brian Lowes, middle school teachers to explain some of 
the Lego Robotics activities. The follow students and parents were recognized: Lego Robotics – 
Dylan Choe, Scott Grisso, Josh Mansfield, Megan Rudder, Maddie Sohngen, Matthew Brekalo, 
Nathaniel Fellows, Sam Janas, Ben Lane, Owen Loncar, Beth McClendon, Anthony Ponzani, 
Hunter Samf, Matt Stipkovich, Nathan LaMantia, Kelly Rudder, Donnie Trivisonno, Macey 
Ungrady, Danny Venorsky, Kyle Work, Colton Zanko, Louie Zurlo; Lego Robotics Parent 
Volunteers – Mr. Joe Work, Mr. Mike Rudder, Mrs. Jodi Grisso, Mr. William Fellows   

 
Mr. Barrett asked Laurie Melfi, high school teacher to talk about the efforts of the Academic 
Challenge team and the following students were recognized:  Jessica Timko, Nick Cymbal, 
Nikhil Makkar; and Alternates – Tudor Donca, Danny Stelson, Hannah Grip.                      
 
Mrs. Blankenship asked if comments during board meetings will be done differently. Mr. 
Cosgrove said he would like to have the board discuss an item they will be voting upon and then 
allow public comment prior to the board vote. Mr. Meyer asked if the Lego Club could give a 
demonstration of their projects at a future meeting.  
 
Mr. Barrett reviewed priorities for the district. Mrs. Torok said the board would be setting goals 
for the superintendent. Mr. Kehres said the district needs to create a process to adopt a district 
mission statement, goals and vision for the district. Mr. Kehres said the governance committee is 
meeting monthly to review the board’s policies.  
 
Mrs. Torok said the football team will be officially recognized between the JV and varsity 
basketball game on January 24th. Mr. Cosgrove said he would like to have the board eliminate 
the board liaison positions to the buildings and Mrs. Torok added she is not sure what purpose 
the positions serve.   
 
Mr. Kehres said the board does need to add their presence to the district support groups and 
regularly report those activities to the board. Mrs. Torok said previous superintendents had 
monthly meetings with presidents of the support groups and that should be restarted. Mr. Meyer 
asked Mr. Barrett to provide the board members with calendars of all district events so board 
members and attend and stay current with activities. Mr. Kehres said he would volunteer to chair 
the governance committee and Mr. Meyer said he would chair the finance committee.  
 
It was moved by Mr. Meyer and seconded by Mr. Cosgrove that the following resolution be 
adopted: 



Minutes – January 23, 2012 
Regular Meeting  
 

2 
 

 

 
Resolution #6-2012 

 
A. Recommendation to Approve a contract for Lowell Davis, Interim 

Treasurer,   beginning February 1, 2012, as needed, up to 30 days, 
$600.00/day, Interim Treasurer responsibilities and consulting fee 
for leading the Treasurer search 

 
Roll Call: Ayes: Mr. Brettrager, Mr. Cosgrove, Mr. Kehres, Mr. Meyer, Mrs. Torok. 
 
It was moved by Mr. Cosgrove and seconded by Mr. Meyer that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 

 
Resolution #7-2012 

A. Recommendation to Approve the following resolution 
commending Coach Laverde and the 2011 Kirtland Football Team 
State Champions: 

Kirtland Local School District 
Resolution of Recognition 

To 
Coach Tiger Laverde and the 2011 Kirtland Football Team for 

Winning the Division V State Football Championship. 
Whereas Coach Laverde and his coaching staff have had many 

outstanding seasons, the 2011 season was a special one, with the 
team finishing 15-O, outscoring opponents on the average of 39.3-

6.5 points per game. 
Whereas, you have brought recognition to the Kirtland Local 
School District, the community and yourselves, for excellent 

performance, and 
Whereas, you are to be commended for your efforts, talent and 
leadership in creating a shared vision, shared goals, and to work 

hard to achieve those goals and to do so with dignity, respect, and 
good sportsmanship.  Now therefore,  

Be it resolved that the appreciation and good wishes of this Board 
of Education, and the people of this community, be duly recorded 

and conveyed to you in recognition of your achievement and 
contributions to the Kirtland Local Schools. 

 
 
Roll Call: Ayes: Mr. Brettrager, Mr. Cosgrove, Mr. Kehres, Mr. Meyer, Mrs. Torok. 
 
It was moved by Mr. Cosgrove and seconded Mr. Kehres the following resolution be adopted: 
 

 
Resolution #8-2012 
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A. Recommendation for the Board to Create a Board 
Governance/Policy Committee and a Board Finance Committee  

 
Roll Call: Ayes: Mr. Brettrager, Mr. Cosgrove, Mr. Kehres, Mr. Meyer, Mrs. Torok. 
 
Mrs. Torok said the board is reviewing the Administrators Benefits Schedule as it does not 
currently state that administrators can be reimbursed for phone expenses, but that currently the 
benefits schedule states that the district can purchase phones for administrators, superintendent 
and treasurer. Mr. Barrett said he was determining a reasonable level for reimbursement and 
would recommend a cap. Mr. Meyer suggested that benefit could be taken out of the benefit 
schedule and instead placed in policy.  
 
Mr. Meyer said one of the issues the board must soon tackle regarding the levy is whether to go 
on the ballot in August or November 2012. He said some issues the finance committee will 
review are a pay to participate program, busing options and engaging the teachers in 
negotiations for a new contract as those items will impact the millage the district needs. Mr. 
Meyer said he would also like community business leaders review the district operations 
possibly suggestions cost saving measures. Mr. Barrett said the levy committee has met and he 
is revising a Power Point presentation to reflect the changes to transportation operations.  
 
It was moved by Mr. Cosgrove and seconded by Mr. Kehres that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 

 
Resolution #9-2012 

 
A. Resolution Accepting the Tax Rates as determined by the Budget 

Commission and authorizing the necessary tax levies and certifying 
them to the County Auditor 

 
Roll Call: Ayes: Mr. Brettrager, Mr. Cosgrove, Mr. Kehres, Mr. Meyer, Mrs. Torok. 

 
It was moved by Mr. Brettrager and seconded by Mrs. Torok that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 

A. Recommendation to Approve contract adjustment for bus driver 
Jeanette Valentino for 2011-2012, additional 1.25/hours/week, 
$27.19/week 
 

B. Recommendation to Approve contract adjustment for bus aide 
Denise Haines for 2011-2012, additional 1.25 hours/week, 
$18.70/week 

 
 
Roll Call: Ayes: Mr. Brettrager, Mr. Cosgrove, Mr. Kehres, Mr. Meyer, Mrs. Torok. 
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There being no further business before the board it was moved by Mrs. Torok and seconded by 
Mr. Kehres that the meeting be adjourned at 9:25 p.m. Roll Call: Ayes: Mr. Brettrager, Mr. 
Cosgrove, Mr. Kehres, Mr. Meyer, Mrs. Torok. 
 
 
 
 
We, the undersigned, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and exact copy of 
the proceedings that were held on the above aforementioned date. 
 
Signed this_____________________Day of___________________, 2012. 
 
 
         
President      Treasurer 
 


